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The congregation assembles in silence. 
L The Lord Almighty grant us a quiet night and peace at the last.     C  Amen. 
L It is good to give thanks to the Lord, 
C to sing praises to Your name, O Most High; 
L to herald Your love in the morning, 
C Your truth at the close of the day. 

L Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence for self-examination. 

L I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, my 
brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by 
my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty to 
have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 

C The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and 
remission of all your sins. Amen. 

 I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to 
you, my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and 
deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; 
wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my 
sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 

L The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all 
your sins.     C  Amen. 

PSALMODY Psalm of Lamentation, Psalm 44 
P O God, we have heard with our ears, our fathers have told us, 

what deeds you performed in their days, in the days of old: 
You with your own hand drove out the nations, but them you planted; 

you afflicted the peoples, but them you set free; 
C for not by their own sword did they win the land, nor did their own arm 

save them, 
but your right hand and your arm, and the light of your face, for you 
delighted in them. 

You are my King, O God; 
 ordain salvation for Jacob! 

P Through you we push down our foes; 
  through your name we tread down those who rise up against us. 

For not in my bow do I trust, 
 nor can my sword save me. 

C But you have saved us from our foes  
  and have put to shame those who hate us. 

In God we have boasted continually, 
  and we will give thanks to your name forever. 
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P But you have rejected us and disgraced us 
  and have not gone out with our armies. 

You have made us turn back from the foe, 
  and those who hate us have gotten spoil. 
C You have made us like sheep for slaughter 
  and have scattered us among the nations. 

You have sold your people for a trifle, 
  demanding no high price for them. 
P You have made us the taunt of our neighbors,  
  the derision and scorn of those around us. 

You have made us a byword among the nations, 
  a laughingstock among the peoples. 
C All day long my disgrace is before me, 

 and shame has covered my face 
at the sound of the taunter and reviler, 

  at the sight of the enemy and the avenger. 
P All this has come upon us, 

 though we have not forgotten you, and we have not been false to your covenant. 
Our heart has not turned back, nor have our steps departed from your way; 
 yet you have broken us in the place of jackals and covered us with the shadow of
 death. 

C If we had forgotten the name of our God or spread out our hands to a 
foreign god, would not God discover this? 

  For he knows the secrets of the heart. 
Yet for your sake we are killed all the day long; 

  we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered. 
P Awake! Why are you sleeping, O Lord? 

 Rouse yourself! Do not reject us forever! 
Why do you hide your face? 

Why do you forget our affliction and oppression? 
C For our soul is bowed down to the dust; 

 our belly clings to the ground. 
Rise up; come to our help! 
 Redeem us for the sake of your steadfast love! 
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OFFICE HYMN 722 Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me 

 

 

 

 

FIRST READING Romans 8:31–39 
What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who 

did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him 
graciously give us all things? Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who 
justifies. Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was 
raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. Who shall 
separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, 
or nakedness, or danger, or sword? As it is written, 

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; 
we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am 
sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to 
come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

P This is the Word of the Lord.  C  Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING Matthew 14:1–12 
At that time Herod the tetrarch heard about the fame of Jesus, and he said to his 

servants, “This is John the Baptist. He has been raised from the dead; that is why these 
miraculous powers are at work in him.” For Herod had seized John and bound him and 
put him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because John had 
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been saying to him, “It is not lawful for you to have her.” And though he wanted to put him 
to death, he feared the people, because they held him to be a prophet. But when Herod’s 
birthday came, the daughter of Herodias danced before the company and pleased Herod, 
so that he promised with an oath to give her whatever she might ask. Prompted by her 
mother, she said, “Give me the head of John the Baptist here on a platter.” And the king 
was sorry, but because of his oaths and his guests he commanded it to be given. He sent 
and had John beheaded in the prison, and his head was brought on a platter and given to 
the girl, and she brought it to her mother. And his disciples came and took the body and 
buried it, and they went and told Jesus. 

L This is the Word of the Lord.  C  Thanks be to God. 

RESPONSORY FOR LENT 
L We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus is the propitiation for our sins. 
C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 
L Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven and whose sin is put away. 
C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 
L We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus is the propitiation for our sins. 
C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 

OFFICE HYMN 692 Praise to You and Adoration 

 

 

 

 

 

HOMILY 
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PRAYER 
L Hear my prayer, O Lord; 
C listen to my cry. 
L Keep me as the apple of Your eye; 
C hide me in the shadow of Your wings. 
L In righteousness I shall see You; 
C when I awake, Your presence will give me joy. 
L Be present, merciful God, and protect us through the hours of this night, so that we 

who are wearied by the changes and chances of life may find our rest in You; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord.     C  Amen. 

L O Lord, support us all the day long of this troubled life, until the shadows lengthen 
and the evening comes and the busy world is hushed, the fever of life is over, and our 
work is done. Then, Lord, in Your mercy grant us a safe lodging and a holy rest and 
peace at the last; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.     C  Amen. 

L Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in Your great mercy defend us from all 
perils and dangers of this night; for the love of Your only Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
L Visit our dwellings, O Lord, and drive from them all the snares of the enemy; let Your 

holy angels dwell with us to preserve us in peace; and let Your blessing be on us 
always; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.     C  Amen. 

L Abide with us, Lord, and with Your whole Church. Abide with us at the end of the 
day, at the end of our life, at the end of the world. Abide with us with Your grace and 
goodness, with Your holy Word and Sacrament, with Your strength and blessing. 
Abide with us when the night of affliction and temptation comes upon us, the night 
of fear and despair, the night when death draws near. Abide with us and with all the 
faithful, now and forever.     C  Amen. 

L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 
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NUNC DIMITTIS 
L Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping that awake we may watch with 

Christ and asleep we may rest in peace. 
C Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace; 

Your word has been fulfilled. 
My own eyes have seen the salvation 
which You have prepared in the sight of ev’ry people: 
a light to reveal You to the nations 
and the glory of Your people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and will be forever. Amen. 
Guide us waking, O Lord, 
and guard us sleeping 
that awake we may watch with Christ 
and asleep we may rest in peace. 

BENEDICTION 
L The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless 

us and keep us. 
C Amen. 

HYMN 878 Abide with Me 
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Lent/Easter Schedule 
Lenten Midweeks 
Lenten Dinner 5:15 PM 

Service 12:15 PM & 6:00 PM 
Midweek Class 6:30 PM 

Holy Week 
Maundy Thursday 7:30 PM 

Good Friday 7:30 PM 
Easter Vigil 7:30 PM 

Easter Sunday 
Sunrise Service 7:00 AM 
Easter Breakfast 7:45 AM 
Easter Egg Hunt 8:15 AM 
Sunday School 8:30 AM 

Easter Day Service 9:30 AM 
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