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LIFE THOUGHT 
Abortion views a little one’s weakness as reason to exclude her. Assisted suicide sees a 
patient’s need as an occasion for discarding him. The first Christians welcomed their weak 
and needy as opportunities for community (Acts 2:44-45). They learned from Jesus that a 
neighbor who lacked meant an invitation to lean in and share life. Are we too far gone to 
engage in the same with the least of these? 
Lutherans for Life 
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***Early service responses are spoken. Late service responses are sung.*** 
OPENING HYMN 649 Blest Be the Tie That Binds 

 

 

INVOCATION, OPENING SENTENCES, & CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.     C  Amen. 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 

God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination.  
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal 
and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely 
repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake 
of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant 
of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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ENTRANCE HYMN 474 Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen 

 

 

 

 

 

INTROIT     Ps. 95:1-3, 6-7a; antiphon: v. John 10:14, 15b 
P I am the good shepherd. 
  I know my own and my own know me, and I lay down my life for the sheep. 
C Oh come, let us sing to the LORD; 
  let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 
P Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 
  let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! 
C For the LORD is a great God, 
  and a great King above all gods. 
P Oh come, let us worship and bow down; 
  let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker! 
C For he is our God, 
  and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. 
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KYRIE 

 

 

LATE SERVICE—HYMN OF PRAISE: THIS IS THE FEAST 
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SALUTATION & COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you.  

 
P Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death the Shepherd of 

Your sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit that when we hear the voice of our Shepherd 
we may know Him who calls us each by name and follow where He leads; through 
the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 
FIRST READING Acts 2:42–47 

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and the prayers. And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were 
being done through the apostles. And all who believed were together and had all things in 
common. And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the 
proceeds to all, as any had need. And day by day, attending the temple together and 
breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, 
praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number 
day by day those who were being saved. 

P This is the Word of the Lord.  C  Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 23 
P The LORD is my shepherd; 
  I shall not want. 
C He makes me lie down in green pastures. 
  He leads me beside still waters. 
P He restores my soul. 
  He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 
C Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
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P I will fear no evil, for you are with me; 
  your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
C You prepare a table before me 

in the presence of my enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil; 
  my cup overflows. 
P Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

all the days of my life, 
  and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 

EPISTLE 1 Peter 2:19–25 
This is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while suffering 

unjustly. For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But if 
when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God. 
For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an 
example, so that you might follow in his steps. He committed no sin, neither was deceit 
found in his mouth. When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he 
did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly. He himself 
bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By 
his wounds you have been healed. For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned 
to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 

P This is the Word of the Lord.  C  Thanks be to God. 

HOLY GOSPEL John 10:1-10 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter.  

 
[Jesus said:] “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door 

but climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and a robber. But he who enters by the 
door is the shepherd of the sheep. To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, 
and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his 
own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. A stranger 
they will not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of 
strangers.” This figure of speech Jesus used with them, but they did not understand what 
he was saying to them. 

So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. All 
who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. I am 
the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture. 
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The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have 
it abundantly.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He 
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
saints ,the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
T everlasting. Amen.

HYMN OF THE DAY 865 Lord, Help Us Ever to Retain 

 

SERMON
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LATE SERVICE—OFFERTORY 

 

 

 

 

 

T  RITE OF CONFIRMATION  T 
STEPHEN LEO & ASHLYNN WORKS 

P Beloved in the Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ said to His apostles: “All authority has 
been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am 
with you always, even to the end of the age.” You have been baptized and catechized 
in the Christian faith according to our Lord’s bidding. Jesus said, “Whoever 
confesses Me before men, I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven. But 
whoever denies Me before men, I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven.” 
Lift up your hearts, therefore, to the God of all grace and joyfully give answer to what 
I now ask you in the name of the Lord. 

P Do you this day in the presence of God and of this congregation acknowledge the 
gifts that God gave you in your Baptism? 

R Yes, I do. 
P Do you renounce the devil? 
R Yes, I renounce him. 
P Do you renounce all his works? 
R Yes, I renounce them. 
P Do you renounce all his ways? 
R Yes, I renounce them. 
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P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty? 
R Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord? 
R Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the 
dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

P Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
R Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
P Do you hold all the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures to be the inspired Word of 

God? 
R I do. 
P Do you confess the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, drawn from the 

Scriptures, as you have learned to know it from the Small Catechism, to be faithful 
and true? 

R I do. 
P Do you intend to hear the Word of God and receive the Lord’s Supper faithfully? 
R I do, by the grace of God. 
P Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in faith, word, and deed to 

remain true to God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, even to death? 
R I do, by the grace of God. 
P Do you intend to continue steadfast in this confession and Church and to suffer all, 

even death, rather than fall away from it? 
R I do, by the grace of God. 
P We rejoice with thankful hearts that you have been baptized and have received the 

teaching of the Lord. You have confessed the faith and been absolved of your sins. As 
you continue to hear the Lord’s Word and receive His blessed Sacrament, He who 
has begun a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 
The catechumens kneel to receive the confirmation blessing. The pastor places his hands on the 
head of each catechumen and makes the sign of the cross on the forehead while saying: 

P [Name], the almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you 
the new birth of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen 
you with His grace to life T everlasting. 

R Amen. 
Stand 

P Let us pray. 
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Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise You for Your great goodness in 
bringing these Your sons and daughters to the knowledge of Your Son, our Savior, 
Jesus Christ, and enabling them both with the heart to believe and with the mouth 
to confess His saving name. Grant that, bringing forth the fruits of faith, they may 
continue steadfast and victorious to the day when all who have fought the good fight 
of faith shall receive the crown of righteousness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
P Almighty and most merciful Father, in the waters of Holy Baptism You have united 

Your children in the suffering and death of Your Son Jesus Christ, cleansing them by 
His blood. Renew in them the gift of Your Holy Spirit, that they may live in daily 
contrition and repentance with a faith that ever clings to their Savior. Deliver them 
from the power of Satan and preserve them from false and dangerous doctrines, that 
they may remain faithful in hearing Christ’s Word and receiving His body and blood. 
By the Lord’s Supper strengthen them to believe that no one can make satisfaction 
for sin but Christ alone. Enable them to find joy and comfort only in Him, learning 
from this Sacrament to love You and their neighbor and to bear the cross with 
patience and joy until the day of the resurrection of their bodies to life immortal; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
P Peace T be with you.     C  Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P …Lord, in Your mercy,     C  hear our prayer. 
P …the promise of our own joyful resurrection to eternal life; through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, we pray. 
C Amen. 

EARLY SERVICE—LORD’S PRAYER 
LATE SERVICE—LORD’S PRAYER 
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BENEDICAMUS & BENEDICTION 
P The Lord be with you.  

 
P Bless we the Lord. 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 
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HYMN TO DEPART 920 Forth in the Peace of Christ We Go 
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