
 

 

Grace and peace to you, 

The Strategic Planning Committee has met to begin the discussion of revising 

our constitution. Of course there are small things here and there we could revise 

now, but those are wrapped in a much larger question. Is this the model of 

church we want to continue using? If we’d like to make some significant changes, 

then we might as well do it at the same time. It seems a waste to revise something 

now, only to completely scrap it from our life together a year from now. There is 

no set standard for church governance, so our options are wide open. 

In order to make any suggestions to the congregation, then, the committee 

needs to know where the congregation would like to go. How can they plot out a 

course without a destination in mind? So the committee spent time talking about 

the strategic planning process. Yes, process; not an event that the committee 

works through and finishes. It is ongoing. The committee will come up with an 

initial model that will be critiqued throughout the life of the church. 

Rather than start with the present and work forward toward a mission and 

vision, this process starts with a clearly articulated vision and mission and works 

backward to where we are. We envision the future of where we’d like to be, and 

then ask, how will we get there? Plotting this course is done by the committee, 

but they can only do so when they know where the congregation would like to be. 

Once they know our planned destination with the mission and vision, in 

addition to our core values that drives who we are, then they are able to plot out a 

course for our life together. Our Savior determined the church's mission more 

than two thousand years ago when He commanded His church to “make 

disciples! (Matt. 28:19)” The church's vision is what the church will look like in 

the next five to ten years of its life as it accomplishes this mission. Our core 

values, then, empower and guide us as we pursue our mission and vision. Then 

the strategy accomplishes our mission and vision through five key elements: 

reaching out to the community, making mature disciples, building teams to do 

the work (congregation, staff, a board), assessing our setting (location and 

facilities), and raising the necessary finances to carry out the mission and vision. 

These core concepts of mission, vision, values, and strategy are meant to be 

used throughout the life of the ministry. All we do in our life together should be 

viewed through the lens of these concepts, and, in time, using them should 

become second nature. The model we produce should align with who we are and 

reach the people in our community. As things change, so will our model. Thus, 

the strategic planning committee needs to hear from you! We will discuss ways to 

make this happen at our next voters’ meeting. 

    In Christian love, 
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church fights are taking place, when resentful words and 
deeds are being  hurled throughout a congregation and 
echoing round a sanctuary, what shall the believers and 
their pastor do? Shall they continue blissfully to 
commune together, leaving the divisions among them to 
wreak their spiritual havoc, and thus invite the judgment 
of God? Should the pastor not rather, in deep love and 
sorrow, propose that the factions refrain from 
participating in the Sacrament, until the differences and 
divisions be removed through repentance and mutual 
forgiveness? 

5. However, it is the question of our relationships with 
Christians of other confessions which is the one at hand 
for us. Let it be said that the text does not directly 
address this issue. But the text does say this. Examine 
yourselves, and do not let divisions among you, whereby 
you sin against one another, remain. Remove the 
division before you commune together. Quickly, then, 
this question presents itself: Do the divisions between 
church bodies really matter? Are they the occasion of sin 
against one another? Does it matter that ELCA seems to 
have (or, at least, to allow) a doctrine of Scripture, or 
church fellowship, of the office of the ministry, to 
mention only some of the most obvious differences 
between us? Does it matter when another church body 
denies the saving power of Baptism? Do they matter, 
these divisions among us? Should they prevent us from 
communing with one another, until the divisions be 
removed? The answer seems relatively clear. They 
mattered to Paul. They must matter to us. 

The task of implementing the practice of close 
Communion is accompanied by an intimidating array of 
nightmarish problems and complexities. For every easy 
scenario, there are two difficult ones. What of inactive 
members, who suddenly appear, perhaps on a whim, after 
an absence from the Lord's Supper of several years? What 
of those extraordinary circumstances, to which recent 
synodical resolutions make reference? The church 
gatherings in Corinth were probably small, perhaps a 
maximum of sixty persons, spread throughout two rooms. 
How can one draw precise analogies to gatherings of five 
hundred or one thousand worshippers? What of the 
doctrinal divisions between our churches and other 
Christians? If these divisions are serious cause for sin, is 
our church urgently putting forth its best efforts in dialogue 
with other traditions, to communicate our understandings 
of the Gospel, and of the implications of the Gospel? And 
what of American individualism, which views with hostility 
and incomprehension the classic insistence that a Christian 
joins a church because of the church's confession, and is 
viewed by us in that way? Every reader of these words 
knows full well that people join congregations, switch 
denominations, for many reasons other than faithful 
allegiance to the official doctrine of that church. Does this 
individualism render our position incomprehensible to the 
majority of American Christians? What must be done to 
overcome these obstacles, and to communicate? 

In light of these and so many factors, it is apparent to all 
that the situation is not always an easy one to address. 
During my own years as a parish pastor, I was often not 
sure, in specific situations, what the God-pleasing choice 
was. I know that I erred on both sides of this issue. At the 
very least, we must work much, much harder at making 

An Exegetical Case for Close(d) Communion: 

1 Corinthians 10:14-22; 11:17-34 — Part 2 of 3 

By Dr. Jeffery Gibbs 

We will now summarize these observations of the text 
and its argument. The overt sinning in the congregation 
was on the horizontal plane; they were causing divisions, 
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despising the church, as the rich 
shamed the poor. Paul's refusal to 
praise them is explained by the 
Words of Institution. In Paul's mind, 
the deepest offense is against the 
body and the blood of the Lord, 
because they are not discerning the 
body. Why is this so? Because the 
Sacrament which they eat together is 
the very blood and body of Christ. 

That eating and drinking is for the purpose of sustaining 
the church as the one Body of Christ, and they are causing 
divisions in that very Body. They are not to continue eating 
and drinking, in the hope that that will cause their divisions 
to go away. They must examine themselves, and discern the 
true nature of the Sacrament. They must examine 
themselves, and repent of their sins on the horizontal plane, 
and welcome each other at their meals, and cease to sin 
against one another and against the Sacrament. 

What deductions for the present situation, and with 
reference to the practice of close communion, can we draw 
from this exegesis? At least the following are valid: 
1. The attitude and actions of the individual communicants 

in no way invalidates the Sacrament. The reality 
remains; the body and blood are present. 

2. In this text, Paul teaches that to commune unworthily 
means three things. First, unworthy communing takes 
place when Christians commune while abusing the 
horizontal relationship between Christians, or when that 
abuse is ignored and tolerated. Second, unworthy 
communing takes place when the Sacrament’s very 
purpose—to sustain the unity of the members of the one 
body—is also ignored. Third, unworthy communing 
occurs when the reality of Christ's body and blood in the 
Sacrament are overtly or implicitly denied. There are 
other ways to commune “unworthily.” But these emerge 
from this text. 

3. The text does not speak of anyone “excluding” anyone 
else from the Sacrament. Rather, Paul simply commands 
them to change. It is, however, a permissible logical step 
to move from “before you continue communing change 
these sinful divisions among you” to “don't commune if 
these divisions still exist.” 

4. The concrete application that comes first to mind is not 
that of our relationship as Missouri Synod Lutherans 
with Christians of different and/or erring confessions. 
Rather, it is our relationship with one another, especially 
in the setting of the local Missouri Synod congregation. 
There are periods in the life of a congregation which are 
free from marked conflict between members. My own 
decade of parish ministry was mercifully free from major 
conflict. But sadly, this is not always so. When bitter 
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The Month At A Glace 
Tues, July 2nd, Elders @ 7:30 PM 

Wed, July 3rd, Ice Cream Social @ 7:00 PM 

Tues, July 9th, Church Council @ 3:00 PM 

Thurs, July 13th, Pastor Roth in Topeka 

Sun, July 14th—Thurs, July18th, VBS 

Sat, July 20
th
, VBS Pool Party 

Tues, July 16th, Circuit Meeting in Humboldt 

Sun, July 21st, Voters’ Meeting @ 12:15 PM 

Sun, July 28th, Women’s Bible Study 

Wed, July 31st, BBQ & Fire @ 5:30 PM 

Mon, Aug 5th—Wed, Aug 7th, Seminary Workshop 

Tues, Aug 6th, Elders @ 7:00 PM 

VBS, Here We Go! 
Please pray for all of our 
volunteers and the children 
we will have this month in 
our care. May the Lord 
bless our efforts as we 
seek to teach what the Lord 
has done for them. May 
little hearts be stirred and 
strengthened in faith by the 
Spirit’s working. Amen. 

BBQ @ the Parsonage 
July 31st will be our next BBQ! Bring 
meat to grill and a side to share. Drinks 
provided, though you are welcome to 
bring beverages of choice. Come and 
spend time visiting with one another 
and don’t hesitate to bring a friend! 

The grill will be ready around 5:30 PM. 
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sure we are being heard, and understood as we intend to be. 
At the very least, we must learn to be more eloquent, more 
winsome, more patient and compassionate in speaking to 
“outsiders,” as well as to one another. The goal, of course, is 
not to avoid something that the world finds offensive; it is 
in this epistle that Paul names the Gospel itself as 
foolishness, and a stumbling block (1 Cor. 1:23). Rather, the 
goal is to avoid what will unnecessarily confuse or offend 
others. It is an intimidating task to carry out the practice of 
closed communion. 

But it must be done. That conviction flows from the way 
that the apostle Paul reasons here in 1 Corinthians. For the 
mind of Paul is the mind of Christ (1 Cor. 2:16). The bread 
and wine in the Lord's Supper really are the body and the 
blood of Christ. Through the opening door of the 
forgiveness of sins, God's power and blessing are really 
there, to sustain the many members in the one body of 
Christ. But it cannot be that sinful divisions be ignored 
among us, for in so doing, we would effectively deny, and 
thus sin against, the very Sacrament itself.  

From Closed Communion? Admission to the Lord’s Supper in a Biblical 
Lutheran Perspective. For more information, including footnotes to the article, 
you can borrow a copy of the book from Pastor Roth. 
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Summer Donations 
We are now taking summer 
donation items for children 
in foster care. Items to be 

collected include: gift cards to restaurants, jackets, 
socks, swim fees, sunscreen, swim towels, etc.  

Women’s Bible Study 
July 28th @ 3 PM, will be the next study discussing the 
Week 4 lesson of “All Together Beautiful”. If you have 
not yet attended you are welcome to join in! 

It’s time for Click for Babies. Knit or crochet caps 
using any newborn cap pattern using any soft, baby-
friendly purple yarn, free of strings, straps and other 
potential hazards. For boys, include blues and other 
“boy friendly” colors, but use at least 50% purple. 

Caps are distributed in November and December to 
educate parents about the Period of PURPLE Crying, 
a normal, but frustrating period of increased crying all 
infants experience in the first few months after birth. 
Thrivent has helped purchase yarn for this project. 
Last year we were able to send over 600 caps to the 
sponsoring agency, Kansas Children’s Service 
League.  Caps will be collected until September 15th. 

If you have any questions or would like to know more 
about this project, contact DeAnn Hauser by phone 
at 620-473-0052 or email at dmhauser@hotmail.com. 



 

 

Lent & Easter 
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LCMS National Convention 
The 67th Convention of the LCMS is this month. If you 
are interested in following the proceedings, they will 
be live-streamed from 8 AM to 6 PM daily at lcms.org/
convention. The results of elections and actions will 
also be published on the website as soon as they are 
available. 
Matters of interest that will be acted upon include: a 
study of dual and multi parish settings in the Synod; 
efforts to coordinate our response on marriage, life, 
and family; discussion over who can properly send a 
missionary within the Synod; the continued support of 
international theological education; providing adequate 
training and awareness in the area of mental illness; 
matters of immigration; promote worker wellness; to 
encourage all congregations 
toward weekly communion, to 
improve placement of eligible 
pastors without calls, to affirm 
and improve our Concordia 
university System, and more! 

Report: Pastor’s District Involvement 
I’ve been serving the District in two capacities, and I’d 
like to give update on my work: 

Child and Family Life Committee: 
Our first meeting was in Topeka at the District office. 
Our focus is “Rediscovering the Faith.” Our goal is to 
help parents disciple their children at home. We then 
met online and discussed potential 
ways of engaging parents, as well 
as how we might overcome any 
challenges that we may face us. 

Koinonia Task Force: 
“Koinonia” means all encompassing 
“life together”. The Koinonia Project 
is a program of Synod to promote 
harmony by brining people together to discuss the “hot 
issues” dividing us that we may converse and work 
toward agreement. The task force has been charged 
with implementing the project in our district. We have 
had two meetings in Topeka. We have a basic model 
for how this discussion can take place in Kansas, but 
are still trying to work out details to get it to function 
the way we desire. Our desire is for conversations to 
not only include pastors but other rostered church 
workers and laity. So the task we face is how exactly 
to get all of our congregations in the Kansas District to 
be able to dialogue with one another in a realistic, 
efficient, cost-effective way. I have confidence we will 
find a way! 

Mission of Love Supplies Needed 

School Supplies: 
Single subject spiralbound notebook; Blue or black 
ballpoint pens; Crayons; Rulers 

Layettes: 
Receiving Blankets; Children’s t-shirts & sweaters, or 
jackets; Bars of hand soap 

LWML National Convention 
The ladies of St. Peter’s (Alicia Schomaker, Greta Baker, & Carman Huse) 
and Grace Lutheran, Iola (Susan Owens) at the 38th LWML Convention in 
Mobile, Alabama. The worship was one of the many highlights of the 
weekend as the Rev. Dr. Ulmer Marshal Jr. preached on “In Praise to the 
Lord” from 1 Chronicles 16:23-24a. You can still watch the worship service 
and other sessions when you click of the “Go to Livestream” button on the 
convention website at http://www.lwml.org/2019-convention. 

Summer Camp 
Colin Krone and Levi Roth got a 
taste of summer camp with 
other children at the Mommy, 
Daddy, and Me weekend at 
Camp Lutherhoma located at  
Tahlequah, OK . The rain held 
most of the weekend as we sung songs around the campfire, ate s’mores, and talked about how Christ’s “Love 
Rises” within and around us. We also made friends, hiked, swam in the pool, made crafts, played, and perform 
a skit on the Good Samaritan. The adults studied 1 Thessalonians and how Christ love bound the saints up 
together, the faith of the Thessalonians even “giving life” to Paul. We’re already looking forward to next year.  

lcms.org/convention
lcms.org/convention
http://www.lwml.org/2019-convention


 

 

Caregiver Burnout 
Appeared in Kansas Parish Nurse Ministry Newsletter—

Summer 2019 

Reprinted from Health Notes, LPNI March. 2019 
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Caregivers, as we know 
them, have chosen to put 
their lives on hold usually to 
care for a family member. 
These caregivers may be so 
busy caring for the needs of 
the loved one that they put 
aside their own needs, 
neglecting their mind, body, 
and spirit. Many may not 
feel they can leave the home 

for almost any reason, go to the store, to the doctor, 
and even to church. In these days of online delivery, 
the caregiver may not have to drive, but may have 
groceries delivered, as well as home-care items. 
Personal hygiene, friendships, and group activities 
are often put aside while caring for their family 
member. 

Giving care for every part of the life of another may 
well be lonely, overwhelming, and lead to thoughts of 
hopelessness. The constant requirements of this care 
may lead to burnout of the caregiver. The caregiver 
may withdraw from others, be irritable, have changes 
in appetite, experience insomnia, or be exhausted. 
After the family member has passed, the caregiver 
may be found to have health problems due to former 
personal neglect. Aspects of burnout may also 
include: 

1. Role confusion — confusing their role in the 
family (wife, daughter, son) to that of a constant 
provider. Feeding, bathing, turning, changing 
soiled undergarments, and giving medications 
can be part of the role of a caregiver. 

2. Unrealistic expectations, including the 
expectation that the care-receiver will be 
grateful for their care. Depending of the disease 
process, the memory of who is giving the care 
may be lost; breathing may be a struggle, 
leaving little thought for where or who is 
providing the care; or the ability to 
communicate has been taken. This allows for 
little gratitude for the caregiver. 

3. Lack of control. Very few caregivers have 
planned to be a caregiver. Where do they find 
the tools to give this level of care? How do they 
acquire the equipment? How to clean the 
personal area of the loved one? And 
additionally, how do the bills get paid? Having 
tasks that cloud any planning or understanding 
may increase the burnout. 

4. Unreasonable demands. Many caregivers will 
take the full load of the care upon themselves, 

believing that they are the right and only one 
for this care. If others come to offer care, they 
may push them aside, attempting to do the 
tasks themselves. These seemingly 
unreasonable demands on oneself will increase 
the burnout. 

5. Burnout may be obscured by the need to be the 
caregiver. Caregivers often deny that they are 
not able to handle this level of care. Depression 
and loss of their own health may be the 
outcome. 

To prevent burnout 
• talk to a trusted friend or neighbor about 

frustrations, feelings, and fears 
• seek to understand the disease process, this will 

assist in planning for future issues; 
• allow yourself to enjoy a favorite show, book, or 

time on a social platform; 
• talk to the Social Worker, if available, from 

Home Health or Hospice; 
• take advantage of respite care offered by church 

or friends; 
• remember that sleeping, eating, and hydration 

remain important and necessary; 
• start a gratitude journal, and find a few 

positives in each day; 
• remember you are important; your mind, body 

and soul still need nurturing. 

Resources 
• Home Health may be available to assist with 

planning, or providing an aide for bathing, and 
support. 

• Adult Day Care if the care recipient is able to 
participate at all. 

• Private Duty Caregivers who can come in for 
two-four hours a few times a week for respite. 

• Hospice Care can assist with equipment, 
caregiving, support, and providing needed 
items. 

• Churches can develop a Respite Program to give 
the caregiver a break and for socializing. 

• Online Support Groups where caregivers can 
offer/give support and exchange caregiving 
techniques. 

Caregivers are often alone in a “sea of people”. Lost 
in the task of giving care to a loved one, they may not 
think of what tomorrow may bring. They need to be 
aware of care to prevent the fatigue that may set in, 
Page | 3 and be able to take time to pray or read a 
devotional. Forgotten and lonely, the caregiver, even 
if a member of a church or have a supportive family, 
struggles every day to be whole, healthy and also 
cared for. Information provided by WedMD and the 
American Heart Association. 

Written by: Hope Knight MS, RN LCMS, Oklahoma 
Parish Nurse District Representative  



 

 

A Life of Love 
Written by Marie Roth 
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Introduction, By Pastor Roth 

Last month I wrote about mental illness and my 
own story of depression, yet if you love someone 
who suffers, you know their suffering touches your 
own life. It’s impossible to live in this broken world, 
to love hurting people, and come out unharmed. The 
world’s answer to this problem? Leave all who cause 
you pain for the happiness and peace you will never 
find. The only way to overcome the suffering of this 
sin-sick world is through the suffering of Christ. His 
example and gift of love enables us to love those who 
cause us pain while finding true peace, and His 
resurrection gives us the hope of the life beyond sin 
and suffering that we have even now in Him. 

Though there is no shame in having depression, I 
have been influenced by that depression to behave in 
shameful ways as both husband and father. Marie 
has been swallowed by the beast of my depression, 
and yet she continues to love me and refuses to 
forsake me. What follows are her words of loving 
someone when depression raises its ugly head. 

_____________________________________________  

What is it like supporting someone with 
depression? It’s a constant battle of love. It’s 
choosing to be there for someone who is absent, who 
left you just with a shell of the person you love. You 
remember the days past and hope for the days ahead 
to help get you through the hard here and now. You 
watch as your loved one battles their inner demons. 
You try to juggle all the details of life and wait for a 
good day when your loved one feels well enough to be 
present. You try to protect the good days without 
thinking about the cost it has on you. 

In many ways, you are only as good as your support 
system. And that support system can no longer 
include the person with depression. The loneliness 
can be oppressive. You struggle with falling into 
depression yourself. You try not to become resentful 
of the distance the one you love has created. You keep 
moving forward. The days are long and hard. You 
reach out on occasion and invite others into your 
pain. They may understand. They may not. 

Caring for another is emotionally draining. You never 
know if it will be a good day and you will catch a 
glimpse of the person you used to know or a bad day 
where you can only watch their suffering. Some days 
you will be the one fighting their demons, desperately 
hoping they remember what life was like before 
depression. And sometimes, you hide and wish for 
better days. 

Mental illness is not unique in that it affects the 
whole family. Indeed, caregiving in any form is not an 

easy calling. It would be so easy to give up hope, and 
to choose your own happiness over suffering for the 
sake of another. Our culture nearly screams that we 
should take care of ourselves before caring for others. 
Self care is glorified in ways that makes selfish acts 
seem noble. But this isn’t the model we were given. 

Just look at John 15:12-13 to see what I mean. “This 
is my Commandment, that you love one another as I 
have loved you. Greater love has no one than this, 
that someone lay down his life for his friends.” Jesus 
suffered greatly for us. Did he want to suffer on the 
cross? No! He prayed in the Garden of Gesthemane 
for the Father to take away the cup of his suffering. 
However, Jesus chose out of love for us to suffer and 
die, so that all sins were forgiven. 

Need another picture of Jesus’ perfect love? Check 
out 1 Corinthians 13:4-8. “Love is patient and kind; 
love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. 
It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or 
resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but 
rejoices with the truth. Love bears all things, believes 
all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love 
never ends.” 

Now can I live up to Jesus’ perfect example? No. I’m 
a sinner. And when I fail to love perfectly, I embrace 
grace. Psalm 51:9-12 is my favorite to turn to. “Hide 
your face from my sins, and blot out my iniquities. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right 
spirit within me. Cast me not away from your 
presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation and uphold 
me with a willing spirit.” 

After confessing that I have not loved perfectly, I turn 
to Psalm 55:22. “Cast your burdens on the Lord and 
He will sustain you; He will never permit the 
righteous to be moved.” As a caregiver, it is too easy 
to turn to despair when you face the fact that you are 
not enough. (And can never be enough. That’s God’s 
job.)  

To help find strength in the hard moments that seem 
to last for an eternity, I need to remind myself to take 
time to be still with Jesus. This is easier said than 
done. Jesus himself needed soul care. He withdrew to 
pray many times to have strength in his ministry and 
again in Gethsemane before he died on the cross. 
This soul care is necessary for me too. I cannot love 
without having received love from my Father. Check 
out 1 John 4 for more. 

I want to leave you with one last encouragement from 
Lamentations 3:21-24: “But this I call to mind, and 
therefore I have hope: The steadfast love of the Lord 
never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they 
are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. 
"The Lord is my portion," says my soul, "therefore I 
will hope in him."” Cover the hard days with God’s 
truth. It won’t make it any easier, but you will find 
His peace. 



 

 

phenomenal cook and it’s such a blessing to have 
lunch made for us when we return home each day 
from class.  

2:30pm: By this time the nanny has gone home and 
the girls are anxious for our attention. They have 
been home for the last 3-4 hours with no one who 
speaks English. 

I put Eleanor down for a nap and then Laurel and I 
work on some homeschooling. After that Laurel and I 
spend some time playing cards. Go Fish is her current 
favorite. After a couple games of cards I usually try 
and get an hour of homework done. During this time 
Matt works in his office on homework, catching up on 
Emails or working on a continuing education module. 
Our Indonesian “helper” goes home for the day.  

4:00pm: Eleanor usually wakes up by this time. I let 
the girls either play or watch a movie while I do a 
little more homework then start to get dinner started. 
Preparing dinner usually means cooking outside on 
the gas range, though we now have a large toaster 
oven inside that we can use.  

5:30pm: Dinner is ready and we eat in our un-
airconditioned dining room. After cooking outside 
I’m usually a hot, sweaty mess. I’m hoping I’ll get 
used to the heat soon.  

6:00pm: Once we’ve finished with dinner, Laurel 
helps wash the dishes and we retire to the den for 
some family time. Usually this involves some card 
playing, book reading or wrestling.  

7:00pm We have family devotions and put the girls to 
bed.  

7:30pm: Matt and I spend about a half an hour or so 
doing homework then we spend quality time together 
before bed.  

10:00pm: By now we are exhausted from the day and 
we go to bed. 

The next day we have to explain all of the above in 
Bahasa Indonesia as part of our language class. 

If you’d like to follow their blog, you can do so by 
going to theseaside.asia. 

The S.E.A. Side Woods 
Rev. Matthew, Kali, Laurel, Elenore, and baby Wood 

Ministry in Southeast Asia 
Based in Medan, Indonesia 
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From the blog: June 4, 2019 by Kali 

Now that we’ve been here for a couple weeks I’d like 
to give you snapshot of what a typical day looks like 
for us.  

6:30am: Wake up to Eleanor crawling into bed with 
us, followed shortly by Laurel. Eventually get out of 
bed to make coffee and start getting ready for the 
day.  

8:00am: Coffee ingested, make breakfast in our 
outdoor kitchen, usually consisting of scrambled eggs 
and toast.  

9:00am: Our Indonesian “helper” arrives. Matt and I 
work on our Indonesian homework while the girls 
play. 

10:00am: Our Indonesian nanny arrives. We order a 
Grab car (like Uber) and say goodbye to the girls. In 
the car we spend a few minutes stumbling through 
introducing ourselves in Indonesian to the driver and 
asking about his life.  

10:30am: Arrive at the Language School for class. 
Matt and I spend the next 2 hours with our 
Indonesian teacher learning Bahasa Indonesia. About 
75% of the time is spent in Indonesian. We are 
picking it up quickly but not without its difficulties. 
We are introduced to about 50 new vocabulary words 
a class which means we spend a lot of time reviewing 
and memorizing for homework.  

12:30pm: We walk home or order another Grab car to 
take us to a store if we need to run an errand. If we 
run errands we try and introduce ourselves in 
Indonesian to 2-3 new people and ask about their 
life. We feel like we are making complete fools of 
ourselves in front of these people, but they are so 
gracious to us as we try and learn their language.  

Once we arrive home we eat a quick lunch of 
whatever the nanny has made. Usually some kind of 
chicken, rice and vegetable concoction. She is a 

https://www.theseaside.asia/


 

 

LCMS Stewardship Ministry Article 

Whenever the topic of stewardship and giving comes up, the 
conversation inevitably turns to the question: “How much should I 
give?” Answers will vary because the motive behind such questions 
also vary. 

Sometimes the motive behind asking this question is for self-
justification. Even though, as Lutherans, we know we are not saved 
by our works but by grace through faith because of Jesus’ 

substitutionary atonement, the natural religion of fallen man is to earn God’s favor by what we do. 
Take, for example, the response of our Lord to the rich young ruler who asked, “What must I do to inherit 

eternal life?” Jesus first tells him to keep the commandments. The rich young ruler responds by indicating 
that all this he has kept from his youth. But Jesus tells him that he lacks one thing: He must sell all he has and 
give it to the poor and then follow Him.  

This rich young ruler went away sad because he was quite wealthy and could not part with his possessions. 
Here we see that those who seek to justify themselves by their giving will hear a response that intensifies the 
duty that God places upon them. Indeed, they will hear a response that makes it impossible to win God’s favor 
by their works. 

But to those who genuinely desire to know their duty as Christians in the arena of giving, we look to the 
Bible for our answer. We believe the Bible is the Word of God. And we know that the Word of God has been 
“breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 
that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work” (2 Tim. 3:16–17).  

So, we begin to answer the question, “What should I give?” with the question, “What does the Bible say 
about how much we should give and to whom?” 

The Old Testament is explicit. The expectation is that the people of God would give a tithe – 10 percent – of 
the first fruits of their labor to support the full-time ministry of the Levites. This is what the Lord gave Moses 
to teach the people: 

“You shall tithe all the yield of your seed that comes from the field year by year. And before the Lord 
your God, in the place that he will choose, to make his name dwell there, you shall eat the tithe of your 
grain, of your wine, and of your oil, and the firstborn of your herd and flock, that you may learn to fear 
the Lord your God always.  

“And if the way is too long for you, so that you are not able to carry the tithe, when the Lord your God 
blesses you, because the place is too far from you, which the Lord your God chooses, to set his name 
there, then you shall turn it into money and bind up the money in your hand and go to the place that the 
Lord your God chooses and spend the money for whatever you desire – oxen or sheep or wine or strong 
drink, whatever your appetite craves.  

“And you shall eat there before the Lord your God and rejoice, you and your household. And you shall 
not neglect the Levite who is within your towns, for he has no portion or inheritance with you. 

“At the end of every three years you shall bring out all the tithe of your produce in the same year and 
lay it up within your towns. And the Levite, because he has no portion or inheritance with you, and the 
sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow, who are within your towns, shall come and eat and be filled, 
that the Lord your God may bless you in all the work of your hands that you do.” (Deut. 14:22–29) 

This principle of tithing is carried over into the New Testament, though not explicitly by calling it a tithe. St. 
Paul teaches the Church at Corinth the following:  

We are to give to the church regularly (1 Cor. 16:1–2), proportionally (1 Cor. 16:1–2; 2 Cor. 8:12), and 
generously (2 Cor. 8:20) of our first fruits (1 Cor. 16:1–2; Gen. 4:4; Prov. 3:9; Lev. 27:30) with a spirit of 
eagerness (2 Cor. 9:2), earnestness (2 Cor. 8:7), cheerfulness (2 Cor. 9:7), and love (2 Cor. 8:23). And all of 
this is because the “Lord has ordained that those who preach the Gospel should make their living by the 
Gospel” (1 Cor. 9:14), just as the Levites did. 

This is our New Testament standard. Since Christ became poor for us in order to make us rich in Him – 
blessing us with the riches of heaven – so we have also been so blessed to follow the example of our Lord and 
Savior and give of ourselves and the work of our hands to bless others with the same.  

If we have been lax in this, let us, like our Lord, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross and 
scorned its shame, likewise begin to work toward this goal of regular giving of a generous proportion of the 
first fruits of God’s giving to us.  

And let us do so not begrudgingly, but for the joy set before us – with a spirit of eagerness, cheerfulness, and 
love – to share the blessings of God with those placed into our care. 

Closed Communion?: Continued from Page 2 Page 8 



 

 

The Devoted Life - Hymn Study 

Closed Communion?: Continued from Page 2 Page 9 

LSB 685 Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus 

Introduction — In Matthew 16:24, Jesus 
tells His disciples, “If anyone would come 
after me, let him deny himself and take up 
his cross and follow me.” What all does it 
mean to follow Jesus, to walk with Him?  

Exploring the Scriptures — We know God 
created all things to function according to 
His will, and that our sin caused it all to be 
corrupted. Why, then, is it important then 
that we walk with Jesus? 
When the words of Jesus became too 
hard for them, many stopped following. He 
asked His disciples if they would go away 
as well. Peter responded, “Lord, to whom 
shall we go? You have the words of 
eternal life, and we have believed, and 
have some to know, that you are the Holy 
One of God” (John 6:68-69). Why is it 
important to only listen to Jesus? Can we 
know God’s will apart from Christ? 
After Jesus washes the disciples’ feet He 
tells them that He has given them an 
example of how they are to serve one 
another (John 13:14-16). What sort of 
example has He given us to follow? 
In Matthew 10:38-39, Jesus declares that 
whoever does not take up their cross and 
follow Him is not worthy of Him. Whoever, 
then, seeks their own life will lost it, but 
whoever loses their life for the sake of 
Christ will find it. What does Jesus mean 
by this? How do we ‘lose our life’ for 
Jesus’ sake? 
How does Galatians 6:9, “let us not grow 
weary of doing good, for if due season we 
will reap, if we do not give up,” encourage 
us to follow the example of Jesus?  

Exploring the Hymn — In what ways does this hymn remind us of what it means to “follow His example pure”? In stanza 1, what does 
the hymn warn will happen if we do not follow Jesus? What keeps us in the true faith? In stanza 2, what will we experience when we 
follow the example of Christ? What is the benefit of following Christ, however? In stanza 3, why do we not have to fear denying our 
sinful passions? What happens if we do not “mortify all passion,” but instead give in to ever lust of the flesh? What happens when we 
do struggle against sin and die with Jesus? In stanza 4, what ultimately gives us the power to follow the example of Christ? Are we 
able to do this all out of our own will, or does the power come from outside of us? What is that power?  

Making the Connection —  Like sirens on a rocky outcrop, the world is filled with voices that would turns us from God’s will as 
revealed in Christ to the will of sin and Satan. Listening to them would only be our undoing. However, if we follow the example of 
Christ by denying ourselves and press on in obeying the Father, we are promised eternal life. The joy we will gain in that everlasting 
life will far outweigh any tears we shed now. For there death is turned into life, so we willingly suffer and die for the sake of Christ that 
we may life with him forever. How might you find this hymn to be used as an encouragement and comfort when you are feeling 
tempted to obey a voice that does not belong to Jesus? 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002124     Tune: Public domain 



 

 

The Reward of Heeding the Word 
“To the teaching and to the testimony! If they 

The Devoted Life - Readings & Prayers 
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost (7/7) 

Is 66:10-14; Ps 66:1-7; Gal 6:1-10, 14-18; Lk 10:1-20 

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost (7/14) 

Lev 18:1-5; 19:9-18; Ps 41; Col 1:1-14; Lk 10:25-37 

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost (7/21) 

Gen 18:1-14; Ps 27; Col 1:21-29; Lk 10:38-42 

St. Mary Magdalene (7/22) 

Prov 31:10-31; Ps 73:23-28; Acts 13:26-31; Jn 20:1-2, 10-18 

St. James the Elder, Apostle (7/25) 

Acts 11:27-12:5; Ps 56; Rom 8:28-39; Mk 10:35-45 

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost (7/28) 

Gen 18:17-33; Ps 138; Col 2:6-19; Lk 11:1-13 

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost (8/4) 

Ecc 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-26; Ps 100; Col 3:1-11; Lk 12:13-21 

will not speak according to this word, it is because they have no 
dawn.” Thus, O Lord, Your holy prophet spoke in Your name. All 
people should therefore regard Your Word alone as their rule and 
guide in faith and life—not their own reason, which is so prone to err; 
not the principles of the world, which is entirely alienated from You. 
Make us willing to subject ourselves to the precepts of Your holy 
Word despite the protests of our depraved flesh and blood and 
despite the fact that the world regards us as fools because of it. On 
the Last Day all those who were willing to let Your Word be their rod 
and staff, the lamp to their feet and the light to their path, will be 
delivered from the darkness of this imperfect world to behold the 
dawn of life eternal. Grant this also to us all for the sake of Jesus 
Christ, the Captain of our salvation. Amen. 

No Substitute for the Word of God 

Closed Communion?: Continued from Page 2 Page 10 

Lord, our God, You most graciously gave us Your holy, unerring Word to be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path. Preserve us 
from making our blind reason or the opinion of the wicked world our guide. Grant us grace that by the aid of Your Holy Spirit we may 
follow Your Word alone, departing from it neither to the right nor to the left, until, having escaped all the dangers that threaten our 
souls, we arrive at the end of our pilgrimage and enter into blissful communion with You in heaven. Grant our prayer for the sake of 
Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, our Lord and Savior. Amen. 

Follow the Word Regardless of Consequences 
O Lord, in this blessed land You have granted Christian congregations the liberty of governing themselves according to Your Word. 

We have met at this time to deliberate in Your fear upon those things that pertain to the government of our congregation. But again and 
again we have made mistakes when we thought that we were pursuing the proper course; we have acted foolishly when we thought 
that we were acting wisely. Therefore we pray to You, grant us grace to let Your Word alone be our counselor, the lamp to our feet and 
the light to our path, and to let it decide every matter. Then we shall not err; for Your Word makes even the foolish wise. If Your clear 
Word has been our guiding star, let come what may; even if our decisions bring grief instead of joy, hatred instead of favor, dissension 
instead of harmony, even what seems to be harm instead of good, we can nevertheless in childlike trust commend everything to You. 
You will make all things well. For You demand of us nothing but obedience to Your Word. You have helped us thus far, O Lord; 
continue to help us. Neither forget nor forsake us who in these last times confess Your Word and endure disgrace for You. Keep us 
from being offended, and let us be and remain Yours, blessed with Your grace; for the sake of Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord and 
Savior. Amen. 

PRAYING FOR CONGREGATIONS AND PASTORS OF THE KANSAS DISTRICT: CIRCUIT 3N & 3S 
Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church, Louisburg; Rev. James (Andy) Keltner, Rev. Stephen Sweyko  
Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church & Preschool, Olathe; Rev. Joel Schultz, Rev. Michael Ada 
King of Kings Lutheran Church & Open Arms CDC, Gardner; Rev. Daniel Wehmeier 
Lord of Life Lutheran Church & Early Education Center, Leawood; Rev. Burt Garwood 
Redeemer Lutheran Church & Preschool, Olathe; Rev. Perry Sukstorf 
Bethany Lutheran Church & School, Overland Park; Rev. Kevin Wyssmann 
First Lutheran Church & Sonshine Preschool, Paola; Rev. Mark Croucher 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Paola; Rev. Kevin Vogts  
Augsburg Lutheran Church, Shawnee; Rev. Jay Watson 
Hope Lutheran Church, Shawnee; Rev. Michael Penikis 
Christ Lutheran Church & School, Overland Park; Rev. Jeffery Kunze, Rev. Jeffery 
Meyers, Rev. Russell Peterson 
Trinity Lutheran Church & Preschool, Mission; Dr. Mark Schulz, Rev. Philip Cook, Rev. Benjamin Vineyard 
Candidate & Emeritus: Rev. Roland Boehnke; Rev. Thomas Brewer; Rev. Gaylen Burow; Rev. Ronald Flentgen, 
Rev. Thomas Harries, Rev. LeRoy Hovel, Rev. Edward Kettner, Rev. Darrell Matthews, Rev. Richard Pingel, 
Rev. William Postel, Rev. Roger Schepmann, Rev. Eugene Stohs, Rev. Jerome Brownlee, Rev. Paul Helmer, 
Rev. Paul Hoppe, Rev. Thomas Krause, Rev. Jerome Peck, Rev. Edward Trost 



 

 

Weekly Opportunities 

Sunday   

Worship 8:15 AM 

Fellowship 9:15 AM 

Sunday School 9:30 AM 

Worship 10:30 AM 

Tuesday   

Library Story Time* 10:00 AM 

Dialogue & Doctrine 6:00 PM 

  

*Last Tuesdays of the Month  

Wednesday—During School Year   

Midweek Dinner 5:15 PM 

Midweek Chapel* 6:00 PM 

Midweek Classes 6:30 PM 

Choir Practice 6:30 PM 

  

*Seasonal services replace chapel 

Thursday   

Read through Scripture 7:30 AM 

Mission of Love 9:00 AM 

Elders Men’s Club 

Scott Baker Scott Baker 

Henry Eggers LWML 

Darrell Krone Glenna Wulf 

Curt Mueller Mission of Love Chair 

Leon Storck Wanda Davidson 

Board of Christian Ed. Youth Group Leaders 

Mary Lumley Andrew Arana 

Janice Schomaker Jenny Krone 

Alicia Schomaker Pastor Roth 

S.S. Superintendents Music Directors 

Jenny Krone Dodie Copley 

Janice Schomaker Lynn Lytle 

Altar Guild Strategic Planning Committee 

Brenda Cash Alan Hauser 

Renee Debler Pastor Roth 

DeAnn Hauser Fellowship Committee 

Steve Bulk Jolene Keidel 

Trustees Stewardship Committee 

Don Lytle Keith Beeman 

Scott Murrow Wanda Davidson 

Tom Schomaker Arletta Lott 

2019 ST. PETER’S LUTHERAN CHURCH OFFICERS 

President Jean Ranabargar 

VP Greta Baker 

Secretary Carman Huse 

Treasurer Alan Hauser 



CALENDAR MONTH JULY

CALENDAR YEAR 2019

1ST DAY OF WEEK SUNDAY

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
30 1 2 3 4 5 6

                       7:30p Elder's Meeting           INDEPENCNCE DAY     

Office closed

7 8 9 10 11 12 13
8:15a Service                  

9:30a Sunday school     

10:30a Communion                                       

7:00p Church Council           7:30a Men's Bible study                  

9:00a Mission of Love                          

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
 8:15a Communion            

9:30a Sunday School   

10:30a Service                                        

Circuit Meeting @ 

Humboldt  

7:30a Men's Bible study                   

9:00a Mission of Love                      

8:00p Swim Party

21 22 23 24 25 26 27
8:15a Service                  

9:30a Sunday school     

10:30a Communion          

12:15p Voter's Meeting                 

              7:30a Men's Bible study                    

9:00a Mission of Love                       

DEADLINE FOR 

CALENDAR & 

NEWSLETTER

28 29 30 31 1 2 3
8:15a Communion                 

9:30a Sunday school   

10:30a Service                                                                                                                       

10:00a Story Time @ 

Library   

5:30p BBQ @ 

Parsonage

7:30a Men's Bible study                   

9:00a Mission of Love                 

2019

July

7p Ice cream social

Elder:  Curt Mueller
Usher: Steve Bulk
Communion Preparation:
08:15 & 10:30  Darrell Krone

----------------------------------------------------------------VBS 6PM-8PM-----------------------------------------------------
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“Jesus loves me; this I know.” 

 Thank you, Holy Spirit, for  

 reminding me of this simple — yet   

profound — truth. 

JULY 
02 Lucy Galloway 
04 Arletta Lott 
08 Tom Schomaker 
08 Kevin Stevenson 
11 Scott Daniels 
11 Kendall Works 
15 Joe Baker* 
17 Norma Moore* 
17 Scott Baker 
17 Jenny Krone 
19 Rita Baker 
20 Alicia Schomaker 
21 Katie Manbeck 
23 Curt Mueller 
23 Larson Ramsey 
27 Doris Fugitt 
29 Carrol Baker* 
29 Dodie Copley* 
29 Andrew Arana 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

08 Bill & Linda Cavins – 43 Years! 
09 Sean & Elizabeth Leroy – 8 Years! 
15 Carl & Cindy Ranabargar – 45 Years! 
16 Tim & Judy Baker – 14 Years! 
22 Ken & Arletta Lott – 58 Years!* 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

SERVICE to the LORD 
ELDER  

Darrell Krone 
 

USHER   

Lonnie Cash 
 

GREETERS 

 

04 Ernie & Wanda Davidson; 
     Bob & Renee Debler 
11 Henry & Sandy Eggers; 
     Doris Fugitt 
18 Audrey Galloway; Neil Hartwig 
25 Alan & DeAnn Hauser; Tom &     
     Sandy Hildinger 
     
  
  

*Special Anniversary 
50 years & over 

 

 
 
COMMUNION PREPARATION 
  

 8:15AM & 10:30AM: Tom & 
Sandy Hildinger 
   
 

*Special Birthday 
80 years & older 

 

  

 

Acolytes  
 
04 Ben Leo 
11 Chloe Daniels 
18 Aisley Galloway 
25 Stephen Leo 

 

 

07 Josh Hull 
08 Fanny Stevenson 
08 Israel Munro 
08 Kevin Stevenson 
09 Cole Murrow 
13 Don Hauser 
19 Dave Scantlin 
26 Arletta Lott 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

Service to the Lord 

JULY 
ELDER 

Curt Mueller 

USHER 

Steve Bulk 
 

GREETERS  
07 Melvin Baker; Keith & 
Gloria Beeman 
14 Lonnie & Brenda Cash; 
     Bill & Linda Cavins 
21 Ray Colvin; Don & Dodie 
Copley 
28 Dale & Judy Daniels; 
Scott & Heather Daniels 

       
COMMUNION PREPARATION  

 

 8:15AM &10:30AM Darrell 
Krone 

 

Acolytes 
 

07 Chloe Daniels 
14 Aisley Galloway 
21 James Brown 
28 Mary Brown 
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